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Church Directory for 2025
 

Updated Church directories are in the library! Make sure
you pick your new one up! It’s the red cover! 

Things to Keep in Mind

Upcoming Events

~Monday, Dec. 8th - Bible study in the library or via zoom @7:00pm
~Tuesday. Dec. 9th -Chair Yoga @ 6:30
~Tuesday. Dec. 16th - Chair Yoga @ 6:30
~Thursday, Dec. 18th - Church Council Meeting @7pm
~Tuesday, Dec. 23rd - Chair Yoga @ 6:30
~Tuesday. Dec. 30th - Chair Yoga @ 6:30
~Saturday, Jan. 3  - Men’s group meets @10amrd

~Saturday, Jan. 3  - Women’s group meets @1pmrd
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Health/Life Concerns: Ed Roden, Linda Sears (Darrick Giguere’s
Mother), Rita McDonald (Darrick Giguere’s Grandmother), Lisa
Johnson, Joan Sarns, 

Comfort for the friends and families of: 
 
Serving in the Armed Forces: Emma Hardy, Sean Redd, Casey 
 Allen, Brendan Schemers, Ronald Turner & Chris Collis 

Gratitude's and Joys: The hospitality of our church, grandkids in
church and grandparents. 

Church Leaders: Pastor-Rev. Sharon Appling, Al Holland-SPRC Chair,
John Sarns-Ad Council Chair, Frank Cox-Lay Leader, Ashley Detoledo-
Secretary, Lisa Johnson-Treasurer, and Matt Sarns-Music Director.



Get Them Talking is a series of resources to help families start conversations
about issues of faith.

Scripture:
“So he went back to Nazareth with them, and lived obediently with them. His
mother held these things dearly, deep within herself. And Jesus matured, growing
up in both body and spirit, blessed by both God and people.” Luke 2:51-52, The
Message

Reflection
The Bible tells us only one story about Jesus’ life during the time between his birth
and his baptism: the time he stayed behind in the Temple (Luke 2:41-52). In the
closing words of that story, we hear how Jesus’ childhood family helped him grow
in body and spirit.

Our families are those who hold us dearly, deep within themselves, as Luke
describes Jesus’ mother doing. They help us grow “in both body and spirit,” no
matter how old we are, and bless us.

Get them talking
How is our family like other families? How are we unique?
Take turns sharing favorite family memories. Think about vacations, holidays,
important moments, funny stories and other special times.
How have family members helped you grown in body and spirit? 

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for our family, and remind us that we are growing in body and
spirit every day. Amen.

Activity
Go through family photos together. Note places of growth. Share stories of the love
you experience in your family.
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Get Them Talking: Family

https://www.umc.org/en/content/get-them-talking-discussion-starters-for-families


Children's Page
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Children's Sermon: The Joy of Christmas)

Are there gifts under the tree at your house? Have you looked to see how many of the gifts have your name on them?

There’s a story about a little boy who checked the presents under the tree every day. He loved looking through them and

counting them. One day, he discovered that his sister had more gifts than he did. He ran to his mother very upset.

"Katie has more presents under the Christmas tree than I do!" he cried.

His mom explained that getting gifts under the tree isn’t what Christmas is really all about because Jesus is our greatest gift.

Reflection Questions:

Have you ever felt the way this boy did? Explain.

What brings you joy at Christmas?

Christmas should be a time of joy. But the true joy is in Jesus’ birth, not the gifts we get. In fact, God tells us that giving is
even better than receiving. In the Bible, John the Baptist was sent to prepare people for the coming of Jesus. He told them
to get their hearts ready. "What should we do?" they asked. John replied, "If you have two coats, give one of them to the
one who has none. If you have food, share it with those who have none."

This message is for us, too. If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then we must learn to share! By
sharing what God has given to us, we will receive an even greater gift -- the gift of joy.

Scripture:
(Luke 3:7-18)

Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, “You children of snakes! Who warned you to escape from
the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even
think about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from
these stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be
chopped down and tossed into the fire.”

The crowds asked him, “What then should we do?”He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who
has none, and whoever has food must do the same.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to him, “Teacher,
what should we do?” He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to collect.” Soldiers asked, “What about us?
What should we do?” He answered, “Don’t cheat or harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.”

Responses to John
The people were filled with expectation, and everyone wondered whether John might be the Christ. John replied to them
all, “I baptize you with water, but the one who is more powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the strap of
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the husks is in his
hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that
can’t be put out.” 18 With many other words John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people.

Prayer:

Dear God, help us to learn that through giving we receive the amazing gift of joy. In Jesus’ name, amen.



Children's Page Cont.
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Hazel Park First United Methodist Church
315 E. Nine Mile Rd.       
Hazel Park, MI  48030

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Morning Service: 11:15 am 
Church Office: 248-546-5955                   
E-mail:  hpfirstumc@gmail.com
Website: www.hpfirst.org

December Anniversaries

Aaron & Shannon Hardy - 4
Hailey & Kateri Rang - 8

December Birthdays

Andrew Wiliams - 8         Kelsey DeToledo  - 8
Renetta Renforth  - 9      Carol Willey - 12
Rebecca Hardy - 15      Jeff Edwards - 22
Sandy Salbert - 22     Denise Usher - 24
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S U N M O N T U E

Praise Team 4:00

Praise Team 4:00

Church Council 
Meeting @ 7:00

Worship Service
 @11:15

Men's group
meets at the

coney island at
10am

Women’s group
meets at 1pm

December Birthdays
Andrew Wiliams - 8         Kelsey DeToledo  - 8

Renetta Renforth  - 9      Carol Willey - 12
Rebecca Hardy - 15      Jeff Edwards - 22
Sandy Salbert - 22     Denise Usher - 24
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Worship Service
 @11:15

Worship Service
@11:15

Worship Service
w/communion

 @11:15 Praise Team 4:00

Praise Team 4:00

Chair Yoga 

@6:30pm

Chair Yoga 

@6:30pm

Chair Yoga 

@6:30pm

Chair Yoga 

@6:30pm
Bible Study

@7pm

Bible Study
@7pm
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29 30 31
Chair Yoga 

@6:30pm

Praise Team 4:00


